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Concept Note 

India has a long tradition of heterogeneous thinking and beliefs. Variation of 

Ideas, abundance of rituals, richness of cognitive contents develop the 

pattern of its dominant and popular cultures. The popular dictum about this 

culture is ‘Unity in Diversity’. Rabindranath Tagore, the ‘Myriad Minded Man’, 

observes both these two catalysts of the Indian Cultural identity, Unity and 

Diversity, as true. The unity is true and the diversity is also equally true. 

Tagore understands this unity as a beautiful symphony of various musical 

means. And this diversity keeps different cultural traits alive if not untouched. 

Though in this symphony some tunes are loud and some are less vocal, 

these subordinate tunes have significant contribution to making of Indian 

cultural illustration. And the unity does not mean unification of all but proper 

participation and representation with natural and ethical symmetry of all. 

Thus a plural nation emerges with all the barriers of class, caste, territory 

and religious boundaries that has to be crossed in need of a broad identity. 

Baul and Vaishnavism are two religious and cultural traditions of this country 

which have an earlier connection in forming and becoming a religious 

cultural sect with mutual fastening and encounter of the popular and 

dominant cultural forms. Bauls: a mystical minstrels of the primarily  present 

day West Bengal and Bangladesh have a very ancient beginning that could 

be traced as the synthesis of Buddha ‘sahaja’ Tantrism and Bengal’s 

‘Vaishnavism’ with further extension of its attachment with Shaktism and 

Islamic Sufism.  Sahajayana of Buddhism shapes the development of 

eroticism, symbolism, sacred-profane, subject-object and male-female 

binary beliefs in the Baul when Vaishnavism contributes its core idea of The 

God within Man and Devotion or Bhakti, Ecstasy or Bhava, Begging or 

madhukari and Tolerance or Sahishnuta. Though the dialectic elements of 

Baul has a pre Buddha ancient past for which many are debating today. And 

why Rabindranath? Rabindranath envisages most beautifully both the two 

prominent cultural and religious segments in his writings through idealistic 

discourse, itself very closed to both the doctrines. The triad has staged to 

reach a better understanding of the socio cultural milieu of this state in 

particular and the subcontinent in general throughout the ages. 

 

 



Call for Papers 

Proposal for presentations of 15 minutes duration, either in English 
or in Bengali, These sub themes are an initial and technical road 
map to the theme. Authors may find out their own roads as the roads 
are numberless to reach the destiny.   
 

The Philosophy of Baul, Vaishnava and Rabindranath 

Emergence of Baul- Towards the end of a Debate 

Antiquities of Baul and Vaishnavism– Historical Journey 

Socio-economic Background of Baul and Vaishnavism : A Move Up 

Baul and Vaishnava as an Identity-  Formation of Sect  

Baul, Vaishnavism and Nationalism- Cultural Bonding of a Nation 

Baul,and Internationalism- Love,Peace and Non Violence 

Branches of Baul- Caste or Class? 

Baul and Tantrism (Shakti) 

Baul and Vaishnavism-(Bhakti)- Relation, Influence  

Baul,Vaishnavism and Sufism : Unity Of Being  

Musical Harmony:Baul,Vaishnavism and Rabindranath-

Tattva,Kirtan & Songs of Offering 

Songs of Baul-Changes Through the Ages 

Literature of Baul and Vaishnavism :Their own Voice 

Baul,Vaishnavism and the Culture of Bengal-Assimilation and 

Consolidation 

Bairagya in Baul, Vaishnavism and in Tagore’s Literature. 
Idealism: Baul,Vaishnav,Rabindranath: Bhaba o Abhaba 
Baul and Vaishnavism in Tagore’s Understanding 

Bengal Vaishnavism: A Movement 

God within Man: Maner Manush,Prana Sakha, ChiraSakha 

Baul ,Vaishnavism and Tourism: The Attraction 

Sadhana : In Baul, Vaishnavism and Tagore’s concept. 

Important Dates to Remember:  
Last date for submission of Abstract: 15th September 
Full paper submission: 25th September   
 
Submission Guidelines:  
English: Times new Roman (12), Bengali: Avra (14) 
 
Abstracts (250 words)/ Full paper should be submitted via  
e-mail to the Convener/ Jt.Convener:  
 
 

 
Registration: Rs. 800/- (Rs.1200/-in case of Authors of joint 
papers) 
For any other information please call or write to: Convener: 
Dr. Sujit Kumar Mondal (7501870697) 
sujitshampamondal@gmail.com 
Jt. Convener: Dr.Buddhdev Mandal (9434480069)   
mandal.bdev@gmail.com 
Presented paper will be published in an edited 
volume with ISBN. 
 


